Pointing a fake Uzi,

man

m Police fire 10 bullets
at Bellport resident

| 'Suicide by cop probed |
as motive, police say

BY ANDREW STRICKLER

andrew.strickler@newsday.com

A Bellport man died in a vol-
ley of bullets early yesterday
after he waved what later turned
out to be a phony machine gun
at officers and declared “You're
going to have to take me,” ac-
cording to Suffolk authorities.

Police said the events ending
with the death of Thomas Keat-
ing, 56, on his front porch began
with 911 calls about gunshots
around 1 am. from near his
home. .

Four officers found Keating
on his front steps, a black metal
gun on a shoulder strap. After po-
lice ordered him to drop the gun,
Keating shouted at them and ran
into the house, according to
Commissioner Richard Dormer.
Moments later, he returned to
the porch and repeated, “You're
going to have to take me.”

“At this time he pointed the
weapon at the closest officer,
and the officers were forced to
take appropriate action, which
they did,” Dormer said.

The officers fired 10 shots:
two officers fired from behind
a vehicle in the driveway
while two others fired from
the street, police said. It was
unclear yesterday how many
bullets struck Keating.

It was only after detectives ar-
rived that police realized the
gun was a metal-and-plastic rep-
lica of an Uzi. Police said they
believe no shots were fired be-
fore officers arrived, but that
Keating may have lit firecrack-
_ersin the street. Detectives will

. try to determine whether Keat-
ing wanted to commit “suicide
by cop,” Dormer said.

Two officers involved in the

=

shooting were responding to

the 911 calls when they encoun-
tered a group of juveniles on
bikes nearby, police said. They
searched the group and found
one with marijuana and placed
him in custody. The officers
- then proceeded with the sus-
pect to Keating’s house, when
the shooting .occurred, police
said. The unidentified youth

. was charged with misdemean-
or possession; he was not be-
lieved to be connected with the
911 calls, police said. .
Bob Morris, who lives near-

Thomas Keating, who was
killed by police yesterday, in a
Suffoltk Police photo

by, said Keating was a contrac-
tor- who did high-end work on
residential interiors. At some
point, Keating ran a company,
TA Keating Enterprises, accord-
ing to online business listings.
The company filed for bank-
ruptcy in 2005, Keating was ar-
rested in Suffolk in July 2008
and charged with misdemean-

or drunken driving, police said. .

After being taken to the Fifth
Precinct station, officers deter-
mined he was “irrational” and
took him to Stony Brook Uni-
versity Medical Center for a

by cops

A woman who sai s new
the victim reacts %esterday to
the news of the shooting.

psychological evaluation, said
Det. Lt. Jack Fitzpatrick. He
later pleaded guilty to an infrac-
tion and was fined $250. About
a month ago, Keating called 911
to complain that his ex-girl-
friend was at the house and
wouldn't leave. She was gon¢
when officers arrived, Fitz:
patrick said.

Holly Bernstein, who lives
next door to Keating, said she
heard what sounded like gun:
shots. “There would be ont
shot, then several shots. . . . I
was frightening. . .. I callec
[911] after about the fifth time i
happened,” she said.

The replica gun did not haw
an orange cap on the barrel, a:
required by state and federa
law, police said. State Attorne:
General Andrew Cuomo, whe
recently sent cease-and-desis
letters to stores selling replicas
said in a statement the shootin;
“illustrates the dramatic an
devastating consequences imi
tation guns can have.”

With Stacey Altherr, Sophi:
.. Chang and John Valen
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scane - an area near the intersection of Naw Jursey Avenus and 18t Streat - at 1;08 a,m.

They sald the officars observed Keating, holding whal appeared to ba & submachine gun, on his porch and told
him (o drop the weapon. '

Dorrmer said it was than that the man yellea: "You'ra golng to have to take me,"

Ha sald Keating then ran Imo the house, during which tima one officer called for an Emergency Servicas Unit,
fearing a potartial hostage or barricade situation,

Dormer sald morvants later, Keating came back onto thé porch and “he again responded, 'You're gaing to hava (o
1ake ma." Kealing pointed the fake gun at an officer, Dormer said. Al four officers then fired at him,

Two of those officars ware about 75 feet away from Kealing, Dormer sald. Tha athar two were about 36 fesl
away.

Dormer sald police don't have ary raason to believe Keating aver had & real gun - or firad a shot at any polnt,
Dormer sald there Is evidence lo suggast that fireworks were firad “in the araa” before the oficers arrivad.

Pollce arrested somaona near the scane, but thay said thal arrest has nothing to do with the shooting, Police have
declined to identlfy the parson arrested,

At about 7:45 a.m. Thurgday, Keating's bady was sUil an the front porch, face down, hands cuffed behind his
back.

Polles said officers had handcuffed him Immediately following the shooting In arder to secure him and protact
officars, Dormar aald police found & knlfe in Keating's walstbana,

He sald even after the shooting officera dld not realize the gun waas a fake « untii they picked It up,

About elght nours after the shooting, two women arrived in a car nesr the shooling scans. Ona waman talked to
an officar and then collapasd on Naw Jeérssy Avenue,

Dormar sald Keating had been arrestad onca, for driving under the Influsnce, on July 31, 2008, Palles sald thal
cage was pending. He sald offlcars "bellsved” Keating was "acting arratleally” al that time and he was taken to
Stony Rrook Universily Hoapltal for obaarvation, He sald there was a domastic dispute of same sort last month,
Oormer also sald polica ara laoking Into the possibliity that the Incldent was a "sulcide by cop” scenarla.

Pallca wars unable to expleln the nolasa that lad (o the rash of 811 cails if Kaating nad not fired any gunahots.

One woman who called 911 told Nawaday aha only celled aftar haaring savaral series of shots belng firad over "a
20 or 30-minute pariod,"

Holly Berngteln, of 15t Straat, who lived next door to Keating, told Newsday: "I would hear them and than not hear
them, | would hear thern and not hear them . , . There would be ona shot, then severel shots, Sometimes | would
hear boam. Somelimes | would her boom. boom, boom. 1 waa frightening . . . | called amter about the fifth time |t
happened.”

She sald she was shocked (o hear what she was convinesd were gunshots and sald: "At fitst it seemed fike some
guy was doing target practice, It was scary . . . | Just Imagine this guy was a [ittls erazy, drunk or something. It's
just not & normal thing to do."

Tha lasl police-involved fatal shooting I Suffolk Is belleved to have accurred during a aerles of drug ralds by
courty officers on June 20, 2008.

Durlng a rald al tha Brookhaven home of Carmine Wisnleeki, 26, officers sald they were confrorted inside the
house by Wenleakl, who had & .8-mm, handgun,

Police shot Wisnlaski, who later died,

With Stacay Altharr ard Sophla Chang



